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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed under 37 CFR §1 .53(d) for the instant application on 3/21/08 . Applicants have 
properly set forth the RCE, which has been entered into the application, and an 
examination on the merits follows herewith. 

Claims 1-12 and 14-21 have been examined and rejected. This Office action is 
responsive to the amendment filed on 2/18/08, which has been entered in the above 
identified application. 

Claim Objections 

2. The correction to claims 18-21 have been approved, and the objection to the 
claims is withdrawn. 

3. Claims 8-12 and 14-21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. On [line 17] of claim 8, Examiner suggests changing "fist" to -first--. 

b. On [line 7] of claim 18, Examiner suggests changing "fist" to -first--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The correction(s) to claims 1-7 and 18-21 have been approved, and the 
rejections to the claims under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, are withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-12 and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over Codilian ET al (U.S. Patent No. 6,892,249 B1) and Anwar (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,750,864 B1). 

Claims 1-7 

6-1 . Regarding claim 1 , Codilian teaches the claim comprising displaying a first 
component control for a first component regarding the performance of a first aspect of 
an information handling system, the first component control operable to effect a user 
preference setting concerning the first component and displaying an operating status for 
a second component regarding the performance of a second aspect of the information 
handling system, the performance of the second aspect related to the performance of 
the first aspect such that the operation status of the second component results from 
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effecting the user preference setting on the first component, by disclosing dependently 
adjusting a plurality of parameter settings in a disk drive [column 1, lines 40-47]. Sliders 
are displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters wherein the operating 
levels and the plurality of parameter settings are dependently adjusted when any one of 
the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified parameter settings [column 2, 
lines 5-10]. 

Codilian teaches displaying a second component control for the second 
component, the second component control allowing the user to change the operation of 
the second component to any of the performance level settings within a first range of 
performance level settings for the second component if the user preference setting for 
the first component is not locked by the user, by disclosing multiple sliders for adjusting 
the plurality of parameter settings in the disk drive wherein the plurality of parameter 
settings are dependently adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a 
plurality of modified parameter settings [column 2, lines 5-10; figure 7]. 

Codilian does not expressly teach displaying to a user a user interface for locking 
the user preference setting for the first component at a selected performance level 
setting within a first range of performance level settings, for a particular performance 
level setting of the first component, calculating a second range of performance level 
settings for the second component that will allow the particular performance level setting 
of the first component to be achieved, the second range of performance level settings 
for the second component comprising a subset of the first range of performance level 
settings for the second component, and if the user preference setting for the first 
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component is locked at the particular performance level setting for the first component 
by the user: allowing the user to change, via the second component control, the 
operation of the second component to any setting within the second range of 
performance level settings for the second component calculated to allow the particular 
performance level setting of the first component to be achieved and restricting the user 
from changing, via the second component control, the operation of the second 
component to any setting outside the second range of performance level settings for the 
second component calculated to allow the particular performance level setting of the 
first component to be achieved. Anwar teaches sliders for multi-dimensional data 
[column 8, lines 20-31]. The values in each slider are dependent upon each other 
[column 8, line 34 to column 9, line 31]. A slider may be enabled or disabled [column 9, 
lines 47-50]. Thus, if a first slider is disabled, or locked, at a certain value, the range of 
values for the other sliders would be restricted to only those corresponding to the locked 
value. If the first slider is enabled, or not locked, the user would be able to select a value 
from the normal range of values since there would be no restrictions. This aids the user 
in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. Since Codilian teaches 
dependency adjusting a plurality of parameter settings using sliders, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow for 
the enabling and disabling of sliders when adjusting values, as taught by Anwar. This 
would aid the user in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. 
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6-2. Regarding claim 2, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising displaying an operating status for the first component and each 
related component, the operating status of each related component reflecting the 
consequences of effecting the user preference setting on the first component, by 
disclosing that sliders are displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters 
wherein the operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings are dependency 
adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified 
parameter settings [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-3. Regarding claim 3, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising determining the operating status of the second component resulting 
from effecting the user preference setting on the first component based on user defined 
component relationships, by disclosing that users may change the parameters of sliders 
corresponding to operating levels of the disk drive [Codilian, column 7, lines 16-22]. 
Additionally, users can assign weight values based on the importance of the parameter 
[Codilian, column 7, lines 31-45]. 

6-4. Regarding claim 4, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising determining the operating status of the second component resulting 
from effecting the user preference setting on the first component based on component 
behavior observed during operation of an information handling system, by disclosing 
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that control input may comprise operating information identifying an operating condition 
of a disk drive [Codilian, column 4, line 60 to column 5, line 7]. 

6-5. Regarding claim 5, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising displaying a plurality of component controls, each of the plurality of 
component controls corresponding to a respective component and operable to effect a 
user preference setting on its respective component, by disclosing that sliders are 
displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters wherein the operating levels 
and the plurality of parameter settings are dependency adjusted when any one of the 
sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified parameter settings [Codilian, 
column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-6. Regarding claim 6, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising adjusting the component control for the second component 
substantially simultaneously with an adjustment of the first component control for the 
first component, by disclosing that sliders are displayed corresponding to operating 
levels of parameters wherein the operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings 
are dependency adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality 
of modified parameter settings [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-7. Regarding claim 7, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 , 
further comprising communicating the user preference setting to a device manager, the 
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device manager operable to adjust operation of the first component in accordance with 
the user preference setting, by disclosing that the parameters relate to operating levels 
for a disk drive [Codilian, column 3, lines 40-46]. 

Claims 8-12, 14-17 

6-8. Regarding claim 8, Codilian teaches the claim comprising a memory, a processor 
coupled to the memory, and a plurality of components operably coupled to the memory 
and the processor, each component having an operating status, by disclosing 
dependently adjusting a plurality of parameter settings in a disk drive [column 1, lines 
40-47]. A computer readable storage medium is embodied in a host computer 
connected to the disk drive [column 3, lines 59-66]. 

Codilian teaches a display device operably coupled to the memory and the 
processor and a program of instructions storable in the memory and executable by the 
processor, the program of instructions operable to display the operating status for a first 
component regarding the performance of a first aspect of an information handling 
system, by disclosing a computer program embodied on a computer readable storage 
medium [column 1, lines 40-41] for displaying sliders for dependently adjusting 
operating levels of the disk drive [column 2, lines 5-7]. 

Codilian teaches receiving user input for a desired modification in operation for 
the first component, determining the operating status for each of one or more 
operationally linked components regarding the performance of other aspects of the 
information handling system resulting from the modification in operation for the first 
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component based on relationships between the performance of the first aspect of the 
information handling system associated with the first component and the performance of 
each other aspect of the information handling system associated with the operationally 
linked components, by disclosing that sliders are displayed corresponding to operating 
levels of parameters wherein the operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings 
are dependency adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality 
of modified parameter settings [column 2, lines 5-10]. 

Codilian teaches allowing user input for a desired modification in operation for a 
second component to any of the performance level settings within a first range of 
performance level settings for the second component if the operating status of the first 
component is not locked by the user, by disclosing multiple sliders for adjusting the 
plurality of parameter settings in the disk drive wherein the plurality of parameter 
settings are dependency adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a 
plurality of modified parameter settings [column 2, lines 5-10; figure 7]. 

Codilian does not expressly teach receiving user input for locking the operating 
status of the first component at a selected performance level setting within a first range 
of performance level settings, for a particular performance level setting of the first 
component, calculating a second range of performance level settings for the second 
component that will allow the particular performance level setting of the first component 
to be achieved, the second range of performance level settings for the second 
component comprising a subset of the first range of performance level settings for the 
second component, and if the user preference setting for the first component is locked 
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at the particular performance level setting for the first component by the user: allowing 
user input for a desired modification in operation for the second component to any 
setting within the second range of performance level settings for the second component 
calculated to allow the particular performance level setting of the first component to be 
achieved and restricting user input from modifying the operation of the second 
component control to any setting outside the second range of performance level 
settings for the second component calculated to allow the particular performance level 
setting of the first component to be achieved. Anwar teaches sliders for multi- 
dimensional data [column 8, lines 20-31]. The values in each slider are dependent upon 
each other [column 8, line 34 to column 9, line 31]. A slider may be enabled or disabled 
[column 9, lines 47-50]. Thus, if a first slider is disabled, or locked, at a certain value, 
the range of values for the other sliders would be restricted to only those corresponding 
to the locked value. If the first slider is enabled, or not locked, the user would be able to 
select a value from the normal range of values since there would be no restrictions. This 
aids the user in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. Since Codilian 
teaches dependency adjusting a plurality of parameter settings using sliders, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to allow for the enabling and disabling of sliders when adjusting values, as taught by 
Anwar. This would aid the user in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. 

6-9. Regarding claim 9, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 8, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to define the operational links 
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between components, by disclosing that sliders are displayed corresponding to 
operating levels of parameters wherein the operating levels and the plurality of 
parameter settings are dependently adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to 
generate a plurality of modified parameter settings [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-10. Regarding claim 10, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 9, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to ascertain configuration of the 
information handling system to define the operational links between components, by 
disclosing that the various programmable components of the disk drive are configured 
using the parameter settings generated by the computer program [Codilian, column 3, 
lines 15-18]. 

6-1 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 , Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 9, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to define the operational links 
between components in accordance with user supplied parameters, by disclosing that 
users may change the parameters of sliders corresponding to operating levels of the 
disk drive [Codilian, column 7, lines 16-22]. 

6-12. Regarding claim 12, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 9, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to calculate the effects resulting 
from the modification in operation according to the defined operational links, by 
disclosing that the operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings of the disk 
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drive are dependently adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a 
plurality of modified parameter settings [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-1 3. Regarding claim 1 4, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 8, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to display a plurality of 
performance controls, the performance controls operable to effect a modification in 
operation of an associated component and display the operating status for one or more 
components related to each performance control, by disclosing that sliders are 
displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters wherein the operating levels 
and the plurality of parameter settings are dependently adjusted when any one of the 
sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified parameter settings [Codilian, 
column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-14. Regarding claim 1 5, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 8, 
further comprising the program of instructions operable to implement the modification in 
operation, by disclosing that adjusted parameter settings may affect the operation of a 
programmable component of the disk drive [Codilian, column 3, lines 51-58]. 

6-15. Regarding claim 16, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 8, 
further comprising the program of instruction operable to substantially simultaneously 
display the operating status for the first component, receive the desired modification in 
operation for the first component, and display on the display device the operational 
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status for the first component and at least one operationally linked component, by 
disclosing that sliders are displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters 
wherein the operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings are dependency 
adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified 
parameter settings [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-10]. 

6-16. Regarding claim 1 7, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 4, 
further comprising the performance control representing a component control for a 
software module, the software module responsible for controlling a plurality of 
operationally linked component parameters, by disclosing that a computer program 
embodied on a computer readable storage medium allows for dependency adjusting a 
plurality of parameter settings for the disk drive [Codilian, column 3, lines 32-35] using 
sliders that represent parameter settings of the disk drive [Codilian, column 7, lines 16- 
22]. 

Claims 18-21 

6-1 7. Regarding claim 1 8, Codilian teaches the claim of a computer program including 
executable instructions for defining relationships between a plurality of information 
handling system components regarding various aspects of the performance of the 
information handling system, including relationships between the performance of a first 
aspect of the information handling system associated with a first configurable 
information handling system component and the performance of a second other aspect 
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of the information handling system associated with a second configurable information 
handling system component, displaying at least one performance control, the 
performance control operable to effect at least one desired change in operation of the 
first configurable information handling system component regarding the performance of 
the first aspect of the information handling system, by disclosing a computer program 
embodied on a computer readable storage medium [column 1, lines 40-41] for 
displaying sliders for dependently adjusting operating levels of a disk drive [column 2, 
lines 5-7]. 

Codilian teaches receiving, through the at least one performance control, a 
desired change in operation of the first configurable information handling system 
component regarding the performance of the first aspect of the information handling 
system, calculating, based on the defined relationships, effects on the second 
configurable information handling system components regarding the performance of the 
second aspect of the information handling system resulting from the desired change in 
operation of the first configurable information handling system component, by disclosing 
that sliders are displayed corresponding to operating levels of parameters wherein the 
operating levels and the plurality of parameter settings are dependently adjusted when 
any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified parameter settings 
[column 2, lines 5-10]. 

Codilian teaches allowing the user to change the operation of a second 
configurable information handling system component to any of the performance level 
settings within the first range of performance level settings for the second configurable 
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information handling system component if the operation of the first configurable 
information handling system component is not locked by the user, by disclosing multiple 
sliders for adjusting the plurality of parameter settings in the disk drive wherein the 
plurality of parameter settings are dependency adjusted when any one of the sliders is 
adjusted to generate a plurality of modified parameter settings [column 2, lines 5-10; 
figure 7]. 

Codilian does not expressly teach displaying to a user a user interface for locking 
the operation of the first configurable information handling system component at a 
selected performance level setting within a first range of performance level settings, for 
a particular performance level setting of the first configurable information handling 
system component, calculating a second range of performance level settings for the 
second configurable information handling system component that will allow the 
particular performance level setting of the first configurable information handling system 
component to be achieved, the second range of performance level settings for the 
second configurable information handling system component comprising a subset of the 
first range of performance level settings for the second configurable information 
handling system component, and if the user preference setting for the first configurable 
information handling system component is locked at the particular performance level 
setting for the first configurable information handling system component by the user: 
allowing the user to change the operation for the second configurable information 
handling system component to any setting within the second range of performance level 
settings for the second configurable information handling system component calculated 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,880 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2173 

to allow the particular performance level setting of the first configurable information 
handling system component to be achieved and restricting the user from changing the 
operation of the second configurable information handling system component to any 
setting outside the second range of performance level settings for the second 
configurable information handling system component calculated to allow the particular 
performance level setting of the first configurable information handling system 
component to be achieved. Anwar teaches sliders for multi-dimensional data [column 8, 
lines 20-31]. The values in each slider are dependent upon each other [column 8, line 
34 to column 9, line 31]. A slider may be enabled or disabled [column 9, lines 47-50]. 
Thus, if a first slider is disabled, or locked, at a certain value, the range of values for the 
other sliders would be restricted to only those corresponding to the locked value. If the 
first slider is enabled, or not locked, the user would be able to select a value from the 
normal range of values since there would be no restrictions. This aids the user in the 
display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. Since Codilian teaches dependency 
adjusting a plurality of parameter settings using sliders, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow for the 
enabling and disabling of sliders when adjusting values, as taught by Anwar. This would 
aid the user in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. 

6-18. Regarding claim 1 9, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 8, 
further operable to display a performance control for each configurable information 
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handling system component, by disclosing N sliders for dependency adjusting N 
operating levels of the disk drive [Codilian, column 2, lines 5-7]. 

6-1 9. Regarding claim 20, Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 9, 
further operable to simultaneously display the operating status of each information 
handling system component related to the configurable information handling system 
components, by disclosing that the sliders correspond to operating levels of parameters 
[Codilian, column 2, lines 5-7]. 

6-20. Regarding claim 21 , Codilian and Anwar teach the claim with respect to claim 1 8, 
further operable to define the relationships between the plurality of information handling 
system components based on performance data for the current information handling 
system configuration, by disclosing that control input may comprise operating 
information identifying an operating condition of a disk drive [Codilian, column 4, line 60 
to column 5, line 7]. 

Response to Arguments 

7. The Examiner acknowledges the Applicant's amendments to claims 1 , 8, and 18. 
Regarding independent claim 1, the Applicant alleges that Codilian (U.S. Patent No. 
6,892,249 B1) and Anwar (U.S. Patent No. 6,750,864 B1) do not explicitly teach 
performance level settings for a component regarding the performance of a first aspect 
of an information handling system, as has been amended to the claims. Contrary to 
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Applicant's argument, Codilian teaches adjusting the performance level, capacity level, 
and robustness level of a disk drive [column 7, lines 46-51]. The disk drive is part of a 
computer system [column 3, line 59 to column 4, line 3]. 

Applicant alleges that Cordilian and Anwar do not explicitly teach, for a particular 
performance level setting of the first component, calculating a second range of 
performance level settings for the second component that will allow the particular 
performance level setting of the first component to be achieved. Contrary to Applicant's 
arguments, Cordilian teaches multiple sliders for adjusting the plurality of parameter 
settings in a disk drive wherein the plurality of parameter settings are dependency 
adjusted when any one of the sliders is adjusted to generate a plurality of modified 
parameter settings [Cordilian, column 2, lines 5-10; figure 7]. Anwar teaches sliders for 
multi-dimensional data [Anwar, column 8, lines 20-31] that are dependent upon each 
other [Anwar, column 8, line 34 to column 9, line 31] and which may be enabled or 
disabled [column 9, lines 47-50]. The scrollbars and their capabilities as taught by 
Anwar can be used for the display, manipulation, analysis, and visualization of multi- 
dimensional data [Anwar, column 8, lines 10-17]. Since Codilian teaches sliders used 
for adjusting multi-dimensional data, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to allow for the enabling and disabling of 
sliders, as taught by Anwar, when adjusting the performance level settings of Codilian. 
This would aid the user in the display and analysis of multi-dimensional data. Locking 
one of the sliders would restrict the range of settings for the other dependent sliders to 
only those values that correspond to the value of the locked slider. 
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Similar arguments have been presented for independent claims 8 and 18 and 
thus, Applicant's arguments are not persuasive for the same reasons. 

Applicant states that dependent claims 2-7, 9-12, 14-17, and 19-21 recite all the 
limitations of the independent claims, and thus, are allowable in view of the remarks set 
forth regarding independently amended claims 1, 8, and 18. However, as discussed 
above, Codilian and Anwar are considered to teach claims 1, 8, and 18, and 
consequently, claims 2-7, 9-12, 14-17, and 19-21 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record on attached form PTO-892 and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R § 
1 1 1(c) to consider these references fully when responding to this action. The 
documents cited therein teach similar systems for communicating the effects of user 
preference settings in an information handling system. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALVIN H. TAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8595 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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